MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF CHURCHILL COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

155 N. Taylor St., Fallon, NV 89406
April 16, 2025

Call to Order:

The regular meeting of the Board of County Commissioners was called to order at 1:15 PM
on April 16, 2025.
PRESENT: Commissioner Myles Getto
Commissioner Eric Blakey
Commissioner Matt Hyde
County Manager Jim Barbee
Comptroller Sherry Wideman
Deputy District Attorney Joseph Sanford
Clerk/Treasurer Linda Rothery
Deputy Clerk to the Board Pamela D. Moore
Deputy Clerk Crytal Muschetto
ABSENT: N/A

Pledge of Allegiance:

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the board and public.

Public Comment:

Chair Getto asked if there was any public comment but there was none.

Verification of the Posting of the Agenda:

It was verified by Crystal Muschetto, Deputy Clerk, that the Agenda for this meeting was
posted on the 10th day of April, 2025, between the hours of 1:00 PM and 5:00 PM at all of the
locations listed on the Agenda, in accordance with NRS 241.

Consideration and possible action re: Approval of Agenda as submitted or revised:

Commissioner Matt Hyde made a motion to approve the Agenda as submitted.
Commissioner Eric Blakey seconded the motion, which carried by unanimous vote.

Consideration and possible action re: Approval of Minutes of the meeting held on:

Commissioner Eric Blakey made a motion to approve the Minutes as submitted.
Commissioner Matt Hyde seconded the motion, which carried by unanimous vote.

A~ March 19, 2025.

The Minutes of the meeting held on March 19, 2025, are presented for the board's consideration
and approval.

FISCAL IMPACT: N/A

EXPLANATION OF IMPACT: N/A

- _________  __ ______ _______ _________ ___ ___________________ _______________ __________ ____________ . _ ____________|
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The campsite was selected because it is already disturbed by livestock operations, including
water use and truck activity, ensuring no new environmental impact. While public land camping
is typically limited to 14 days, this authorization extends to approximately 17 weeks. The
project meets categorical exclusion criteria under NEPA (516 DM 11.9 J(4)), requiring no
further environmental review. There is no opposition to the project. BLM specialists have
developed design features to minimize impacts and a review confirmed no significant effects on
public health, natural resources, or unique geographic characteristics. The project does not
involve controversial or uncertain environmental effects, set a precedent for future actions, or
contribute to cumulative environmental impacts. It will not affect historic properties,
endangered species, or designated critical habitats. Additionally, it complies with federal, state,
and tribal environmental laws, does not restrict access to Indian sacred sites, and will not
contribute to the spread of invasive species.

Interested parties may protest the proposed decision in person or in writing to the BLM
Stillwater Field Office within 15 days of receiving the decision. Protests must clearly state the
reasons for objection. If no protest is filed, the decision becomes final. Appeals and petitions for
a stay may be filed within 30 days of the final decision.

FISCAL IMPACT: N/A

EXPLANATION OF IMPACT: N/A

FUNDING SOURCE: N/A

ACTION REQUESTED: Accept

B- Bureau of Land Management's notification of its public consultation for the rangeland
health assessments for the Hot Creek, Sand Springs, Morey and Crater Black Rock
grazing allotments to determine if the Standards and Guidelines for Nevada's Mojave-
Southern Great Basin Area Resource Advisory Council have been met.

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is conducting a rangeland health evaluation for the
Hot Creek, Sand Springs, Morey, and Crater Black Rock grazing allotments. This evaluation
will determine if the Standards and Guidelines for Nevada’s Mojave-Southern Great Basin Area
have been met. As an interested party, you are invited to provide input, which will be
considered in future management decisions. A proposed decision will be sent to those who
submit comments. However, personal information included in comments may be publicly
disclosed. Written comments must be submitted within 30 days to the BLM Tonopah Field
Office.

FISCAL IMPACT: N/A

EXPLANATION OF IMPACT: N/A

FUNDING SOURCE: N/A

ACTION REQUESTED: None; Informational Only

C- Bureau of Land Management's notification of its decision to authorize the Valmy
Pipeline Pinyon Project to convert the North Valmy Generating Station from a coal-fired
plant to a gas-fired power plant in support of NV Energy's and the State of Nevada's
emission reductions goals.
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The Bureau of Land Management has approved the Balmy Pipeline Pinyon Project in Humboldt
County. The project involves a 16-mile, 24-inch buried natural gas pipeline connecting the
Ruby Pipeline to the Valmy Power Plant. Following an Environmental Assessment (EA), the
project was found to have no significant impact (FONSI). This pipeline supports the conversion
of the North Valmy Generating Station from coal to natural gas, aligning with NV Energy and
Nevada's emission reduction goals. Pinyon Pipeline Company, LLC, will oversee construction
and operation on both public and private lands. Project documents are available online at BLM
ePlanning.

FISCAL IMPACT: N/A

EXPLANATION OF IMPACT: N/A

FUNDING SOURCE: N/A

ACTION REQUESTED: None; Informational Only

D- Nevada Division of Environmental Protection's notification of receipt of the Annual
2024 Groundwater Monitoring Report for the Old High School at 690 South Maine Street,
Fallon, Nevada and its concurrence with the recommendations contained therein.

The Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP) provides notification that the
division has reviewed the 2024 Annual Groundwater Monitoring Report for the Old High
School site at 690 South Maine Street, Fallon, Nevada. The report, prepared by UES, covers
monitoring of 11 wells in May and 6 wells in December 2024. Groundwater depth ranged from
1.6 to 14.19 feet, with flow directed southeast. Light non-aqueous phase liquid (LNAPL), likely
residual fuel oil, was found in wells MW-5 and MW-6. Several contaminants, including
benzo(a)pyrene, were detected above EPA or Nevada action levels. However, the
benzo(a)pyrene result is not considered a new release and is attributed to a lab change. Trend
analysis shows stable benzene levels in MW-10 and no trend in MW-4. Continued annual
monitoring is recommended and NDEP agrees. The next report is due by January 28, 2026.
FISCAL IMPACT: N/A

EXPLANATION OF IMPACT: N/A

FUNDING SOURCE: N/A

ACTION REQUESTED: None; Informational Only

New Business:

8:25 AM A- Consideration and possible action re: Approval of a special assessment on the
2025-2026 Secured Tax Roll to each taxable parcel in the Carson Desert Groundwater
Basin.

NRS 534.040 requires the State Engineer to submit the budgeted costs associated with
administering a particular groundwater basin to the Board of County Commissioners, who, in
turn, levy a special assessment on each taxable water user in the basin equal to the costs
submitted by the division. The Board of County Commissioners then directs the County
Treasurer to place a special assessment on each taxable water user in the basin.

The amount of $10,000.00 will be required for the payment of necessary expenses for
supervision of the groundwater wains listed above, which includes but is not limited to, costs
associated with: special studies, water level measurements, crop/pumpage inventories, field
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investigations, aquifer tests, well driller inspections, intent to drill card and well log review,
associated data collection, and management.

FISCAL IMPACT: N/A

EXPLANATION OF IMPACT: N/A

FUNDING SOURCE: N/A

ACTION REQUESTED: Accept

Linda Rothery, Clerk/Treasurer, made the presentation as outlined above.
Chair Getto asked if there was any public comment but there was none.

Commissioner Eric Blakey made a motion to levy a special assessment on each taxable
water user in the Carson Desert Groundwater Basin totaling $10,000.00 and to certify the
amount for the special assessment to be entered on the 2025-2026 Secured Tax Roll by the
County Treasurer. Commissioner Matt Hyde seconded the motion, which carried by
unanimous vote.

B- Consideration and possible action re: Approval of a special assessment on each
permitted water right holder in the Lovelock Valley Groundwater Basin, Dixie Valley
Groundwater Basin, and the Bradys Hot Springs Area and to certify the amount of the
special assessment to be entered on the 2025-2026 Secured and Unsecured Tax Rolls.
NRS 534.040 requires the State Engineer to submit the budgeted costs associated with
administering a particular ground water basin to the Board of County Commissioners, who, in
turn, levy a special assessment on each taxable water user in the basin equal to the costs
submitted by the Division.

The amount of $10,399.17 will be required for the payment of necessary expenses for
supervision of the groundwater wains listed above, which includes but is not limited to, costs
associated with: special studies, water level measurements, crop/pumpage inventories, field
investigations, aquifer tests, well driller inspections, intent to drill card and well log review,
associated data collection, and management.

FISCAL IMPACT: N/A

EXPLANATION OF IMPACT: As outlined.

FUNDING SOURCE: As outlined.

ACTION REQUESTED: Accept

Linda Rothery, Clerk Treasurer, made the presentation as outlined above.
Chair Getto asked if there was any public comment but there was none.

Commissioner Matt Hyde made a motion to levy a special assessment on each permitted
water right holder in the Lovelock Valley Groundwater Basin totaling $143.08, on each
permitted water right holder in the Dixie Valley Groundwater Basin totaling $4,570.55, on
each permitted water right holder in the Bradys Hot Springs Area totaling $5,685.54, and
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to certify the amounts for the special assessments to be entered on the 2025-2026 Secured
and Unsecured Tax Rolls by the County Treasurer. Commissioner Eric Blakey seconded
the motion, which carried by unanimous vote.

C- Consideration and possible action re: Approval of a Class Specification (Job
Description) for a Range Master at a Pay Grade of 42.

The current duties of Range Master are being performed by Cliff Barnhouse who is classified as
an Auxiliary Deputy. Mr. Barnhouse has indicated his wish to retire. Therefore, a replacement
is necessary. The duties of an Auxiliary Deputy include the service and enforcement of civil
process, as well as the Range Master duties. The Sheriff has indicated that Mr. Barnhouse's
replacement will only be responsible for organizing, coordinating, and overseeing the HR 218
qualification program in accordance with NRS 202.3678. This program provides training in the
form of a firearms qualification course for qualified law enforcement officers and retired
officers to carry a concealed firearm. As the Range Master position does not exist within the
county's Job Classifications and, as a result of removing many of the tasks required for the
Auxiliary Deputy position, a new job description for Range Master is being requested.

The current Grade for an Auxiliary Deputy is Grade 45 but, as a result of removing many of the
tasks, a Grade 42 for the Range Master job description is requested. This is a casual, part-time
position with an anticipated schedule of a few hours per month as the qualification testing is
only held twice per year.

FISCAL IMPACT: None.

EXPLANATION OF IMPACT: Reduction in wages of $2.16/hour.

FUNDING SOURCE: N/A

ACTION REQUESTED: Accept

Chris Spross, Assistant County Manager/HR Director made the presentation as outlined above.
Chair Getto asked if there was any public comment but there was none.

Commissioner Eric Blakey made a motion to approve the Class Specification for a Range
Master (Casual, Part-time) and assign it to Pay Grade 42. Commissioner Matt Hyde
seconded the motion, which carried by unanimous vote.

D- Consideration and possible action re: Approval of an employment offer for an
exceptional applicant to the District Attorney's Office to be placed at Deputy District
Attorney 11, Step 7.

The District Attorney's Office is looking to recruit qualified attorneys to fill an open position in
the Criminal Division. The position has been open and posted for approximately three months.
The depart,emt received three applicants, two of which withdrew their applications prior to the
interview. The remaining applicant has significant experience prosecuting criminal cases in
another Nevada jurisdiction where they are currently employed. The applicant has deep ties to
the community, has family in the Fallon area, and is willing to accept the position. His current
renumeration is substantially above the starting position of a Deputy District Attorney II, so the
District Attorney's Office is requesting placement at step 7 in the range. While this would be
lower than his current salary, it balances with existing long-standing employees and has been
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accepted by the applicant with this board's approval.

Churchill County Code 3.32.040 authorizes advanced step placement to: (1) meet a difficult
recruiting problem, or (2) employ a person who possesses superior qualifications. Both of these
criteria are met in the instance, and we request the Board approve this request.

FISCAL IMPACT: $15,537.60 salary difference.

EXPLANATION OF IMPACT: Difference in annual salary between step 7 and step 1.
FUNDING SOURCE: District Attorney's Office.

ACTION REQUESTED: Accept

Art Mallory made the presentation as outlined above.
Chair Getto asked if there was any public comment but there was none.

Commissioner Matt Hyde made a motion to approve the advanced step placement for a
Deputy District Attorney II at Step 7. Commissioner Eric Blakey seconded the motion,
which carried by unanimous vote.

E- Consideration and possible action re: Approval of an Interlocal Agreement between
the Nevada Division of Agriculture and Churchill County to collect, test, and submit
reports on groundwater samples in Churchill County, not to exceed $30,000 from April 1,
2025 through March 31, 2030.

The Nevada Department of Agriculture staff will sample predetermined and approved
groundwater wells in Churchill County and provide results for requested tests: pesticides,
lithium, arsenic, barium, boron, calcium, copper, hardness, iron, magnesium, manganese,
potassium, and silica. The staff will then drop off to and collect all samples from the required
laboratories. Reports will be provided to Churchill County within two weeks of sampling; any
delays in reporting will be communicated.

FISCAL IMPACT: $27,960 over 5 years.

EXPLANATION OF IMPACT: Fees for staff hours and laboratory testing costs per sample.
FUNDING SOURCE: Water Resources 380-380.

ACTION REQUESTED: Accept

Chris Spross, Assistant County Manager/HR Director made this presentation as oulined above.
Chair Getto asked if there was any public comment but there was none.

Commissioner Eric Blakey made a motion to approve the Interlocal Agreement between
the Nevada Division of Agriculture and Churchill County to collect, test, and submit
reports on groundwater samples in Churchill County, not to exceed $30,000 from April 1,
2025 through March 31, 2030. Commissioner Matt Hyde seconded the motion, which
carried by unanimous vote.

Consent Items:

S
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A- Consideration and possible action re: Report of the condition of each fund in the
treasury and the statements of receipts and expenditures pursuant to NRS 251.030 and
NRS 354.290.

A Fund Balance Report is attached indicating the beginning balance, receipts, disbursements,
and the ending balance of each fund for Churchill County as required by NRS 251.030 and
NRS 354.290.

FISCAL IMPACT: N/A

EXPLANATION OF IMPACT: N/A

FUNDING SOURCE: N/A

ACTION REQUESTED: Accept

B- Consideration and possible action re: Building Permit Activity Report for March 2025.
Provided for the board's review is the report showing 33 permits issued in the month of March
2025. Included in the 33 permits are 3 single-family-dwelling permits, 3 commercial permits, 2
industrial permits, 0 manufactured home permits, and 6 septic permits.

FISCAL IMPACT: N/A

EXPLANATION OF IMPACT: N/A

FUNDING SOURCE: N/A

ACTION REQUESTED: Accept

C- Consideration and possible action re: Building Department's Revenue Report for
March 2025 totaling $56,479.31 in revenue for the month.

The Building Department provides its Revenue Report for March 2025 for the board's
consideration and acceptance. A total of $56,479.31 was received for the month.

FISCAL IMPACT: $56,479.31.

EXPLANATION OF IMPACT: Fees are collected for the issuance of building permits, plan
reviews, inspections, etc.

FUNDING SOURCE: General Fund.

ACTION REQUESTED: Accept

D- Consideration and possible action re: Approval of Transportation Agreement with the
Churchill County School District (CCSD) for the 2025 SUMFUN Program.

The Parks and Recreation Department is requesting permission to renew the Transportation
Agreement with the Churchill County School District (CCSD) for buses to be used for
transporting campers to designated field trips for the 2025 SUMFUN Program. The term of the
Transportation Agreement will be for three (3) months, from June 2, 2025 - August 22, 2025.

The county will pay the district $2.50 per mile for each mile logged by said buses during the
term of this agreement. If there is a change in operating costs for the district, the county agrees
to pay the adjusted cost per mile for actual miles logged, provided that the district provides
thirty (30) days written notice prior to the effective date of the cost adjustment. In the event the
county does not use said buses for its contemplated programs, there will be no charge to the
county.

FISCAL IMPACT: The county will pay the district $2.50 per mile for each mile logged by said
buses during the term of this agreement.

T ]
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EXPLANATION OF IMPACT: The agreement provides for a rate of $2.50 per mile for each
mile logged. Fees for the SUMFUM Program are based on the listed terms of $2.50 per mile, so
there is no adverse impact to Churchill County's budget.

FUNDING SOURCE: Recreation Budget - 303-5717. Costs are built into the program fees
required of participants.

ACTION REQUESTED: Accept

E- Consideration and possible action re: Court Services' Third Quarter Revenue Report,
for the period of January 1, 2025, to March 31, 2025, reflecting $7,457.42 in revenue for
the quarter.

Brenda Ingram, Director of Court Services, provides the department's 3rd Quarter Revenue
Report, for the period of January—~March 2025, for the board's consideration and acceptance. A
total of $7,457.42 in revenue was collected for the quarter.

FISCAL IMPACT: $7,457.42 revenue.

EXPLANATION OF IMPACT: Fees collected help to offset the costs of providing services.
FUNDING SOURCE: General Fund.

ACTION REQUESTED: Accept

F- Consideration and possible action re: Public Works, Planning & Building
Department's Revenue Report for March 2025 showing a total of $23,140.93 in revenue
for the month.

The Public Works, Planning & Building Department submits its Revenue Report for the month
of March 2025 showing a total of $23,140.93 in revenue. This report is provided for the
Commissioners' review and acceptance.

FISCAL IMPACT: $23,140.93 in revenue for the month.

EXPLANATION OF IMPACT: Fees to off-set services provided by the department.
FUNDING SOURCE: General Fund.

ACTION REQUESTED: Accept

G- Consideration and possible action re: Sheriff's First Quarter Death in Custody Report
showing no deaths at the Churchill County Law Enforcement Facility for the quarter.
Nevada Revised Statutes require the Sheriff to provide a quarterly Death in Custody Report.
Sheriff Hickox provides his 1st Quarter Death in Custody Report showing no deaths at the
Churchill County Law Enforcement Facility for that period.

FISCAL IMPACT: N/A

EXPLANATION OF IMPACT: N/A

FUNDING SOURCE: N/A

ACTION REQUESTED: Accept

Chair Getto asked if there was any public comment but there was none.

Commissioner Matt Hyde made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted.
Commissioner Eric Blakey seconded the motion, which carried by unanimous vote.

Consider Future Agenda Items:
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There were no future Agenda items suggested.

Commissioner and Management Staff Reports:

Chair Getto reported on the following topics:

e ] attended an RTC meeting earlier, followed by the Child Abuse Prevention
Proclamation event. As part of the awareness effort, the community will be wearing blue
every Friday to show support for child abuse prevention.

Commissioner Blakey reported on the following topics:

e ] attended the CC Communication’s appreciation dinner held in honor of their
employees.

e 1 also participated in the Pinwheel Presentation led by Commissioner Getto.
Commissioner Hyde reported on the following topics:
e A CART meeting that was originally scheduled for this afternoon will be rescheduled.

¢ Additionally, the Fallon Youth Club is organizing both a golf tournament and a dinner
event. | have been tasked with managing the dinner auction and would appreciate any
ideas or leads you can share. If you are interested in reserving a table for the dinner,
please let me know. During the discussion, Commissioner Getto inquired about the date
of the golf tournament and Commissioner Hyde responded that a tentative date has been
set for July 12, 2025.

County Manager Barbee had nothing to report.
Sherry Wideman reported on the following topics:

e Just a quick update — the tentative budget was sent to the Department of Taxation on
Monday.

Joseph Sanford had nothing to report.
Linda Rothery reported on the following topics:

e As a follow up on the Legislative discussion, we had a total of 55 active bills, 15 of
which have died and 2 were withdrawn. We are currently tracking 38 bills.Our office
continues to participate in weekly calls with the Secretary of State to discuss all
election-related bills.
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